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‘. pimage (e.g. Rider) and a i

the four suits (Clubs, Hearts, Spades, and Diamonds). Thes
s are usually called ‘inserts, because in many decks the
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al agreement upon the origin of Lenormand cards. R
8y ch has proved that the first Lenormand deck was printed:
by Johann Kaspar Hechtel as part of 3 game called The:
of Hope (Das Spiel der Hoffnung). Surviving feports from the
i indicate that the deck was availabie as early as 1799, £
iy of the images induded in Hechtel's deck derive from earlier
es, and there is now compelling evidence to shew that cards
for fortune-telling with coffee grounds influenced Hechtel's
wmmﬂnmwmummwn
the first deck which spedificaily inciudes the numbers, images,
and inserts which appear in il subsequent Lenormand dedks.
‘Hechtel did not <all-his own-deck by this name, and only later
decks adopted it from the: French fortune-teiler Marie-Anne
Lenormand. Mme, Lenormand's fame reached its peak in the
- Napoleonic period, several years after the publication of The
- Game of Hope. There’s no evidence that she used the deck which

2 mbeasherme mhﬁ&mmwmwm

d used her own, of cards. It was onlyaslate as

1 M(ﬂmmy@mafterhe Lenormand's death) that an edition

of the-deck was first p d with the name 'L d'-asan
istic attempt to capitalise on her d
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is now even more Popular than it was m
Importantly, interest in the cards has also sprea
Rather than being restricted to Eurepe, there are no
readers and deck coilectors all over the globe. <

The reasons for this explosion of interest are of course open to
debate - butit's ble to speculate that L d's growth
in popularity is down to three main factors. First, the deck delivers
much simpler and more direct messages than Tarot: its simplicity
appeals to readers fooking for clear, unambiguous answers.
Second, Lenormand remains largely untarnished by the ‘occult’
associations which can make beginners nervous or hesitant about
exploring Tarot. Third - and mest relevant to me as a designer -
the sequence of the images and overall structuré of Lenormand
have encouraged many professional and amateur artists to create

. new, original decks. | believe that the increased variety of decks

(as well as their wider availability) has driven interest in
Lenormand further than ever before.




The Chelsea Lenormand is my own. latest contribution to the
growing catalogue of decks now available, and is the third
Lenormand deck I've published. This deck is part of a strictly
limited edition of 500.

The deck takes its inspiration from the Arts and Crafts movement, x
particularly from posters and prints of the period. I've deliberately
used a style and pallette to create a warm, vintage feel to the
cards. I'm personally a great lover of cards with an antique
texture, and I've attempted with this deck to create a nostalgic
atmosphere.

| went through many different revisions of this deck - of all the
decks I've created so far this deck was the hardest for me to get
right. Often | was sure the deck was 99% complete, only for me.
then tofall prey to nagging doubts that it still wasn't exactly what
| actually wanted it to be. As always, these doubts emerged once
the majority of the work was done - meaning much backtracking
and redesigning to ensure all the card designs cohered with the
overall scheme. Eventually | found the style | wanted, and 'mnow _ §
satisfied that the deck works together as a cohesive unit.
| debated for some time whether to incude inserts: as explame& i
later, opinion on inserts still remains divided and many reade(g;%
prefer cards which omit them entirely. | believe that inse

an imp part of the Lénorm ~even
they ‘re not always fully understood;‘uheufore.deaded tainclu
inserts, but by integrating the pips.into the overall design rather.
than overlaying a separate mlntgre card. Tﬂswas oftena great
design challenge, but also an artistically rmmlmgone {

It's been a great pleasure to develop and areate this deck, andl
sincerely hope that you enjoy your experiences using it!
LA S -




ii. ccar:lBinAmﬁs,

mdmmmmm;mmkm&mmﬁu&*

Thisis where two or more cards appear next to one another. While

j ns,nfmuse,possiblehvadaﬂaidsnﬁwdnﬂy treating

them as combi ften delive “Mepl!d!!de(aﬂ.

Wimﬂmy—sixwﬂsﬁ;enmmnym pm'hgs,and some
books and wabsnzspmﬁde long lists of (mhhﬂh& 1 believe,
however, that it’s bad practice for beginners to try to learn all
of these before they've first acquired some confidence with the
deck. | would instead recommend a more. inmiﬁve approach in
which readers start by creating their own am based on
one simple rule: that the second card describes and explains the
ﬁm. As yotl become more famifiar with the i!d,yw‘ll begin to
your own personal combi

1 .
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B Behw are two ill of pcssbble They are
Epcesemed in pairs, to help you understand how the card order can
d ically change the ing of the i

Combination 1a : Fish + Coffin = “False start”

_ The Fish card denotesnew ventures,
particularly in business. But the description
shown by the second card, the Coffin, means
that these are soon destined to end.

The combined ing here s, therefore, a
plan which is over before it has begun or which

fails ever to get off the ground, i.e. afalse start.

Combination 2b: House + Ship = “Relocation”

Revemng the cards agam produces a different

ﬁipﬂ‘;ﬁ'ove, i.e. relocation. Givel
ilmmllonal flavour of the smp,m
indicate relocation abroad, i.e. ”ig
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BASIC CARD
LAYOUTS
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i FIRST FRIPICIPLES

There are many different Lenormand layouts avallahle it’s an -
extremely flexible tool. As you become more famdhr with the
deck, you may develop your own unique layouts: quuk ‘pulls”
which include fewer cards, or more complex laynms wlndl mer :

many different aspects of life.

(i) Read from left to right, and from top to bottom; P o

(if) Cards to the left and top relate to the past-present - what
has already happened, or what the enquirer cannot change.

The enquirer has no control over what is shown byﬁesenrds

(iii) Cards to the right and bottom relate to the presem-ﬁmm :

where the enquirer can affect the situation through choice.

~(iv) Cards should first be read individually, before |damfytng and

reading card combinations.

WA single card may be preselected to focus the subject or topic
~ ofareading. This card is called the Significator and is preplaced in

the centre of a layout. For men, the Man (28) should be used; for
women the Woman (29) should be used. If alayout is being cast to
p a specific question, then a Signifi can be chosen to

~ relate to that question. So, for example:
‘--' ﬁquestion about love and relationships - Heart (24)

ﬁésﬁan about work - Fox (14) or Fish (34)

- Aquesmnabout home life - House (4)
jow dquestmnabmnnmney Bear(15)

P I've found the following broad guideliu&tfn beuseful:

ii. STRING READINGS

The simplest and easiest Lenormand layouts are strings, where
cards are laid out in a single row and read from left to right. If a
Significator has been chosen, this should be placed in the centre.
The number of cards used depends on the detail desired, but the
most common layout for quick questions uses just three cards.

Two '] ring specific questions, are shown here.

Example 1: Would | be hawm in a new job?

Here the reader has selected
three random cards from
the deck. The cards are read
from left toright.

u n 34
PAST  * PRESENT ~ FUTURE

The Fox (14) suggests that a colleague has been ceating
difficulties, most likely by undermining the enquirer’s position.
This has produced an impasse shown by the Mountain (21). A _ 2
possible future is shown by Fish (34), where the emunrer makes
a fresh start, perhaps by 9nmgfvulan(e 4

Drawing another card and adding it to the string Ilelps tog
the likely outcome.

The Sun (31) is a highly positive W‘. -

indicating energy and success. This confumﬁ 2"*

that making the move suggested by the firs

three cards would provide much grutﬂ E
vpimssfnr the enquirer.




Example 2 : Should | try again with him?

7

PAST RECE
In this layout, we 1
recently split up wnh amale partner. She’s looking for advice as to
whether she should give'the relationship another attempt.

Because the question is so specific, it makes sense to choose a

card is used. Because questions of love are more complicated than
many others, five cards have been used rather than just three.
Five cards allow us to look both further back and further forward.

The first card, Birds (12), shows that the relationship was founded
primarily on talking - Birds denote conversation and chatter. But
we also need to consider cards which don't appear. Theres little
here to indicate genuine passion: none of the cards which suggest
either sexual attraction or compatibility (Heart, Sun, Ring) are
present. It's pting to lude, therefore, that from the
“hggmnmg the relationship was based on talk rather than action.

1 ond card, the Scythe (10), is a dlear indication of the recent

; e p. Taken as a combination with the Birds, this strongly
il* that the reason for the split was that the conversation
hﬁjan the two partners was cut short. Perhaps the jokes and
hﬁe;dng I x,he more time the better they got to know one
, st became tlred mmually annoyed - with

Significator to represent the other person. Here the Man (28) -

Looking to the future, the Ship (3) suggests that
trying again with her previous partner, she
benefit from some distance. Given the context of ﬂl
would appear that the couple certainly need - right now -
themselves a break from one another.

The final outcome is represented by the Dog (18). Its appearan
in the final position suggests that ultimately the two have
¥ the potential to become close friends - rather than fovers. The ¢
continuing absence from the layout of any cards indicating *
g and partnership suggest that the relationship between the two
s will eventually be platonic rather than romantic. ;

Positive, negative, and neutral outcomes

| Some readers like to complement strings with one more cai
which sums up the layout as positive, negative, or neutral:

Rider - Clover Ship House Tree q’ds,fi
Positive Positive Positive Positive Neutral Negative A
Coffin - % Bouquet  Scythe .

- Snake




fii. GRAND TAB

The Grand Tableau is the oldest and b

first getting a feel for the Grand Tableau
ting more advanced techniques.

are often used by many readers (for example a 9+9+9m

P N point is the Significator representing the enquirer -
but the layout shown below is the traditionally accepted and most

 for a male, the Woman for a female. The layout shown

lease note that with the Grand Tableau a Significator should not

preplaced in the layout, but should fall into position naturally.)

The column in which the Significator appears (Column 5 in this
ut) represents the present.

olumns to the left of the Significator (Columns 1-4) represent
t. Columns to the right (Columns 6-8) represent the future.

AP LR S el e

most important and influential aspects will appear in the

w as the Significator (Row 2). These are the forces and
s which are closest to him.

: ds below the Significator (Rows 3 and 4) are within his
These are elements of life over which he can make choices.

which appear above the Significator (Row 1) are
ich are controlling and influencing him. He has little
the situations which these cards present.

cards at the bottom of the Grand Tableau are
e’ cards which should be read as a mini-layout in
not as part of any other column or row. They serve
mary for the whole layout, and should be read as




" es will allow you to build up a detailed
irer’s present, past, and future - but thisis only
ining of how the Grand Tableau actually works.

d Tableau also offers the power to explore many different
questions. By focusing on specific cards which relate to a particular
aspect of life (e.g. work, family, love, friends), the Tableau can
answer many different questions - all within a single layout.

To ask about money, we look to the card which represents finances
- the Bear (15). Cards around the Bear deliver insight into the
enquirer’s financial situation. We've already learned the rule that
cards above the Significator are within the enquirer’s control.
So, in the example shown, it appears that he is lwﬂol of his
finances. But the Bear’s position in relation (ogﬁgﬁgﬂmor
should also be examined. Its distance from the
in the future) suggests that for now, our eng
about money decisions a great deal and is p'
consideration of this issue until some time in the future.

Similarly, if the enquirer wishes to know about partnershi

dii what'’s happened since his last p. The
ich appear here are Clover (2), Heart (24), and Ship (3). €l
ays indicates something temporary. Taken in c

=
=

: ef flashes of passion, but has immediately moved on
- hasn't had a partnership for some time - but he may wﬂhve
x joyed a few one night stands! X

Y

would locate the card which signifies partnerships - the Ring (25&, e
In the layout shown, the Ring appears far to the left of the Mm\».x 2
& This suggests that he hasn't had a meaningful partn«sbup @ -
. some time. Looking at the cards between the Ring lndﬂm Mﬁf

th the Heart we can guess that he may indeed have ew :

The Grand Tableau can therefore answer maﬁy different questions
- without the need for a different layout each time. The Tableau
also has the advantage of showing precisely fhy all these
elements of life interact and influence one another. . <)

Other cards commonly used for specific questions are a;’faﬂqws:
Love and desire: Heart (24) Work: Fish (34) or Fox (14)

Marriage: Ring (25) Money: Bear (15)
Childhood: Child (13) Pregnancy: Stork (17)
Home: House (4) Friends: Dog (18)
Health: Tree (5) Sex: Lily (30)

School and college: Book (26) Hliness: Cross (36)

As previously explained, the Man (28) and Woman (29) cards
should usually be read as representing fhe enquirer’s partner.

I hope that this brief introduction gives sufficient information
for you to begin working with the Grand Tableau. There are many
more advanced techniques available, which you may wish to

. explore once you've mastered the basics. These techniquesindude
~.reading diagonally, reading the four comers and the central cross -

 the Tableau, ‘knighting’ (cards whucgare relatively positioned
in a knight's chess move). Readers are <onsuntl§§
ting new techniques.

techniques would require a much longer-
V&gn it was possible to prepare for this

%out these techniques is widely

s listed in Section Nufﬂm :



~ Lenormand deck. For more detailed histories, more sophisticated
Vm‘mtemetaunnsandwmbmmns,andaﬂueonadvan«d

‘Iaynuﬁedunqueslwnuld the following

- Leamning L d: Traditi FnrmneTeIlmgforModeml.lfef

- Maraus l(atz &Tali Goodwin (Llewellyn ﬁlbﬁcatmns US, 2013)
- ISBN-10: 0738736473’/ 1SBN-13: 978-0738736471 7
The Essential lenormand Your Gmde to Precise & Pmtual i3
- Fortunetelling
- RanaGeorge (Llewellyn Publkauons Us, 2014)
. ISBN-10: 0738736627 / 1SBN-13: 9780738736624
The Complete Lenormand Oracle Handbook: Reading the
. Language and Symbols of the Cards *
- Caitlin Matthews (Healing Arts Press, 2014)
 ISBN-10: 1620553252/ ISBN-13: 9781620553251
: "I’MSeu'ets of the Lenormand Oracle
¥ Sy!m Steinbach (Createspace Puhﬁsllmg, 2007)
ISBIFW. 1419670301/ ISBN-13: 978-1419670305
; mtnghsh Lenormand

* An extensive website devoted to Lenormand in all its fonns,

As well as printed works, there exists an ever growing number :
of websites, blogs, online communities, and Facebook pages
devoted to Lenormand. At the time of publication, | have found
the following to be especially ing and useful: ]

tarotassociation.net
The leading arganisation for all things Tarot and Lenormand, ﬂm
site offers many video-based courses and resources.

e T 1 1 d

group: g! g
Moderated by Tarot Professionals, this group acts as an exchange
for discussion of card history, deck design, readings, and Ianuu -

marygreer.wordpress.com

Packed with insight, this blog is written by Mary K. Greer,l
leading light in cartomancy scholarship. The blog covers all
aspects of cartomancy, but contains many entries on Lenormand.

learnlenormand.com

induding detailed advice on card meanmgs, specialist Iayuuls;
and ad di

‘manddictionary.blogspot.com
ing Lenormand history, card meanings and
s, layouts, and interpretation techniques.

aedectic.net and tarotforum.net
Although primarily a Tarot site, Aeclectic also has a growing"
library of Lenormand decks and reviews. Its free forum cont
section dedicated specifically to discussion of L d




HALFERTUIS DtS}GPIS LTD

‘lmdmmmmmmmloumammntodeﬁgn ;
and produce quality limited edition Tarot, Lenomand, and cnde
,cavds I'run the company. ding to three main princi
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i) Independ®nce 5 : P PR
My founding principle is simple: wduﬁheamfulanefads 4

which I'd myself wish to own. ldomdengpdedtswixhaneyem 3

the market, or base my desig what! ight be most
popular or most lucrative. Irsnmport:mtomthnl’mduetn
produce decks exactly as I'd like them to be without compromise.

That's why | design, publish, andsﬂaﬂmyduismdepmdemy. ;

ii) Imagmau:n i <

Whiled respect and ovg the history of cards,| R

: expanquandem:d:ngpombdnhesﬂmmmﬂmguﬁgmmly 5
to traditional images and symbolism. Im a dgsigner - not a scholar -
or archivist - andunagmatmnismudlmnmpommume
than authentility. I'm therefore happy to leave the pursuit of

~ provenance or purity to others\ whllel hopefuﬂy mate someﬂlmg;
new, original, and different.

i Integity : g g

[ want to create decks which are as attractive and original as
possible, without slegi:: other designers’ material or igeas.
1 work primarily as a ist, but any images | use are my own
photographs or drawings, licensed images from stock libraries, or
material already certified as existing in the public domain. -




Wonﬁm that The Game of Hope itself drew heavily
@&Iﬂh fortune-telling coffee cards. These coffee cards
uﬁ’,of the images handed down to us. At least one
{ ‘ﬁ:{ﬁ}?ﬁ indudes many familiarimages (aithough

erel m!men(al sequence), such that it’s now

el's deck was in fact based on an earlier

Lenormand decks aren’t divided into different schools - there's a
single tradition. In this respect, Lenormand is very unlike Tarot.
The same card within different Tarot decks can - and often does -
carry quite different meanings. For example, a specific Tarot card's
meaning depends on its being drawn from an early Marseille deck,
a Golden Dawn variant, or Aleister Crowley’s later Thoth deck.
Lenormand is entirely free of this complexity and potential for
confusion. Whatever the shape, style, or theme of a Lenormand
deck, its cards always carry the same basic meaning. The Tower
couid be rep! d by a mediaeval gothic the Empire
State Building, or a termite mound - but it always remains the
Tower, and its meaning always remains the same.

The primary images on Lenormand cards should ideally be read
literally, rather than symbolically. It's important to recognise
this when first learning to use Lenormand. Lenormand cards
are simply images - the building blocks for creating layouts or
“yisual sentences’ How these visual sentences are constructed is
described in Section 111 of this guide.

The meanings listed here are all my own, and aren't intended in
any way to be definitive. They should, however, be sufficient for
new readers to familiarise themselves with the basic meanings
usually assigned to each card. Over time, as you familiarise
yourself with all the images, you will doubtless develop your own
intuitive associations with specific cards.

In an attempt to make meanings easier to remember, I've also
assigned a single keyword to each card. Again, these keywords are
my own suggestions and shouldn’t be taken as definitive.
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ii. INSERT
As well as the meanings listed o
Lenormand deck contains cards which

represent other people. This is generally i
such as, “Whom should | trust?’ or, “Who's b

In addition to the Man and Woman, twelve ot

purpose. These are the cards which use an insert o
X or!atk 'bmcounmdsmallbehevedtnr p

p istics - which are described opp

In this dedt, inserts are integrated into the overall
rather than separate images. As on some cards this i
quite subtle, they are illustrated here to assist recogniti

Opinion remains divided as to the origin and purpose of
The original Game of Hope cards included ‘pips’ on each
earlier coffee cards from which it drew many of its images did
In truth, no-one has yet provided a fully convincing explal
as to why or how the inserts were attributed to each card. Vario
theories have been proposed, and specific for all
the inserts have been developed, but these are too detailed to®
describe in this booklet (they are, however, easily found online).

d in varied. S lace great
emphasis on inserts and believe they are integral to a readmg As
many others view them as a complete distraction. Many modern
Lenormand decks, in fact, omit the inserts altogether. The
characteristics assigned to the court card inserts are therefore
presented here as a choice - which you may either observe or
disregard according to your own preference. F

Eos my
« ®  Middle East, andis designed to evoke the often

iOther Lenormand dedqamlable fzom : b, s @
www.malpertuls.co.uk

MALPERTUIS LENORMAND (2014) S
Designed in the style of dassical oil paintings,
my firstL d won the Tarot i
award for best self-publishedLenormand in
2014. Printed in a gilt-edged edition of 1000.

. WTHROPtENORMAND (2014)
o Designed as an affectiondte pastiche of imlitmeQ
cards, this nostalgic deck takes its inspiration
from vintage engravings and aquatints. Itis
available in both coloured (750) and uncoloured
(250) e;ﬁhons, both gilt-edge:
% * o SR
srumq LENORMMD(due 10152 .’
This quirky, retro deck tahesrtsmswauw from
vintage illustrations from Eastern Europe. Due
for publication in 2015, this fun dedk will be
printed in a limited edition of 500 copies.
; s
*  OLDARABIAN lEWﬂD(M 2015)
This deck d i inthe

wwemgmmdmm&u‘bmtydmem
Thlsdedlsduellrpﬁahuhumms
‘. L 3



